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Chicago, Illinois— Hospitals are becoming more than facilities used to treat injuries and illness.  More and more, they’re being used to promote wellness.  Pratt Design Studios, a leading healthcare architecture firm, embraced this philosophy during the expansion of the Condell Medical Center in Libertyville, Illinois.  “The whole idea behind the project was to create an environment that reduces stress for both patients and hospital staff,” says Bob Pratt of Pratt Design Studios.  “Healing occurs not just from medication and medical treatments— it also depends on a patient’s state of mind.  And the environment they’re in is a big part of that.”

Condell Medical Center is the embodiment of the wellness concept.  Features of the newly renovated facility include:

· A full-service spa that caters to patients, staff, and the public.  Condell’s on-site InnerSpa— the first hospital-based spa in the state of Illinois— offers traditional spa products and services to the community, as well as cosmetic consultation to patients who have specific needs as the result of a medical condition or injury, such as wigs or prosthetics.

· A women’s center.  Entry to the women’s center is limited to one, discreet entrance.  Besides the spa, the women’s center holds women’s imaging, a daycare center, and physician offices.  Even the physical form of the center is feminine— it includes curved shapes, soft materials, and calming lighting.  The colors are soothing and don’t jar the eye.  
· A new-life center tailored to patients and families alike.  Rooms in Condell’s New Life Center are designed to make expectant mothers feel as if they’ve checked into a luxury hotel.  And families aren’t forgotten— seating areas are located directly across from each birthing room so guests of patients in delivery have a private area to wait.  The new-life center also holds a children’s playroom, an activity room with a television, and a library complete with a fireplace, bookshelves, and internet hookups.

· Clear way-finding and reduced patient travel.  Condell is designed to ensure patients aren’t wandering its halls.  The new lobby is three-stories tall and the most heavily trafficked areas of the facility are connected to it by stairs and an elevator, so people in reception can literally point people in the right direction.  The registration area is located just off of the Main Lobby.  And right next to registration is the pre-admission area— a one-stop testing area created so patients aren’t shuttled to multiple locations.  

· ICU units that provide easy access and privacy.  Gone are compact ICUs with curtains between patients.  Individual rooms in Condell’s ICU are equipped with sliding glass doors— patients remain isolated and have privacy, but can still be observed.  Also, light can penetrate into the units and noise is reduced.  The staff is located in the central core area of the ICU, which is enclosed by a wall that stops four feet off of the ground, where it is replaced with glass.  Since the ICU is larger than traditional areas, this enables the staff to see one another and signal to get necessary back up if there is a problem. 

· A relaxing ambiance.  Condell’s furnishings promote holistic healing.  Natural elements, such as wood, stone, and water features, are incorporated throughout the facility.  The overall atmosphere of Condell is designed to be luxurious and soothing— surroundings aren’t what would be typically found in a healthcare facility.  

In keeping with the wellness concept, one of the challenges Pratt Design Studio faced in designing the project was to keep Condell functioning smoothly and looking inviting during the expansion.  This challenge was resolved by creating “swing space”— new facilities were built adjacent to existing buildings, and entire departments were moved into the new structures to ensure service to patients wasn’t disrupted.  

Pratt Design Studio has a wide breadth of healthcare expertise and offers a full range of architecture, interior design, and master planning services.  Located in Chicago, Illinois, Pratt Design Studio provides clients totally integrated solutions— the ideal balance of function and aesthetics.
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